
 

 

October 23, 2017 

 

The Honorable Heidi Heitkamp  

United States Senate  

516 Hart Senate Office Building  

Washington, DC 20510  

 

Dear Senator Heitkamp:  

 

On behalf of the National Association of Health Underwriters (NAHU), I am pleased to offer our strong 

endorsement of S. 1978, a bill to delay the annual fee on health insurance providers until 2020 and to make such 

fee permanently tax deductible. The National Association of Health Underwriters (NAHU) represents more than 

100,000 licensed health insurance agents, brokers, general agents, consultants and employee benefits specialists. 

 

The members of NAHU work on a daily basis to help millions of individuals and employers purchase, 

administer and utilize health insurance coverage, the majority of which will be affected by the Health Insurance 

Tax. The HIT assesses a tax on all health insurance companies of insured plans both inside and outside the 

exchange based on their “net premiums” written, with tax revenue set to reach $14.3 billion by 2018. In reality, 

this tax is passed on from insurers to consumers and particularly harms small businesses and self-employed 

persons purchasing coverage in the individual market. Over a 10-year period, this tax is projected to increase 

premiums for single coverage by an average of $2,150 and family coverage by an average of $5,080.  

 

This indiscriminate tax cuts across nearly every category of insurance coverage from individuals to employers 

to those in Medicare and for-profit Medicaid Managed Care plans. The bill should enjoy bipartisan support and 

we look forward to working with you and your colleagues to pass this important legislation this year. 

 

Sincerely, 

Janet Stokes Trautwein 

 
Executive Vice President and CEO 

National Association of Health Underwriters 

 


